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Joint 'Resolution
Gmorrmlac DM w»t powvn of Cmcra* »*J lW rtn&knt.

/fc«o?rttt by /Ae Semtcttnd llotue of Refre+cnlatim of tkc United
Stuttt of America in C««t, .Vr« tuitmluJ, fer ?e»tra

ftts
SllOirr THUS

Secnos* 1. This joint resolution may be cited -as the "V.'ar Powers
Resolution".

.VXD roucr

Sec. 2. fa) It is the purpose of this joint resolution to fulfill the
intent of the framers of the Constitution of the United States and
insure that the collective judgment of both lite Congress and tlte
President will apply to Uic introduction of United htates Annetl
Ponxs into hostilities, or into situations where imminent involvenicnt
in hostilities is clearly indicated by the circiiKisiances, and to the con-
tinued use of such forces in hostilities or in such situations.

(b) Under article I. section S. of the Constitution, it is sj>ecifically j^t prte.
providedihattheCongrttKslial]ha\-ethe.)>ow'crtomakeaUlawsne<;es- titl* 1.
sary and proper for cam'inj; into execution, not only its own {Mtrers
but" also all other powers vested by the Constitution in the Gox-crn-
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

(c) The constitutional powers of the President as Commander-in-
Chief to introduce "nited States Armed Forces into hostilities, or
into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearly
indicated by the circumstances, are exercised only mirsuant to ( 1 ) a
declaration of war. (2) specific statutory nutlfonzstion. or Jfi) a
national emergency creatod by attack ui>on the United States, its ter-
ritories or (Ksscsiions, or its armed forces.

OOX8UI.T.VTION*

SKC. 3, Tim President in exx-ry possible instance shall coi^ult with
Congress before introducing Umted'States Armed Forces into hostili-
ties or intJTsTliutions wliew imminent iuvol vxMr.i-nt in hostilities is
clearly indicated by the circiimstancos, and after every such introduc-
tion shad consult regularly with the 'Congress until Uiiited States
Armed Forces am no longer engagetl in hostilities or have been removed
from such situations.

SKC. -I. (a) In the nl>scm.v of A declaration of war, in any case in
which United States Armed Forces are introduced —

(1) into hostilities or into situations where imminent involve-
ment in hostilities is clearly indicted by the circimistaiin's; >T STAT. 555

(2) into the territory, airspace or \\-nters of a foreign nation, 87 ST/T. *%6
while e<mip[>ed for comlhtt, except forideploymcnts wliirh relate
solely to supply, replacement, repair, or training of such forces;
or ^

(5) in numbers which sutalantially enlarge United States
Armed Forces equipped for coinlmt already located in a foreign
nation ;
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tliA President shall sulunit within 4S hours to the Speaker of tlte I louse
of RcpresentalixYS and to the President pro tempore of the Senate a
report, in writing. $c*tyu*-fcrth—

^ (A) tli«arnm^^ic«n«cess]tatiiigt!ieintro()uctiotiof United
Staft'S Anued-i'oJ'oes;

(It) th< .CYvistitutional and legislatix'e auiitority under which
such KitriK'uct ion took place: and

(C) lie i estimated sco|>e ami duration of the hostilities or
involwmt'.it.

*b) "Hie President shall nrovide such oilier information as .he
Cotigress ma\\request in the fulfillment, of its constitutional rrspotisi-
hiltties with rvvucct to committing the Nation to xvsr and to tin use of
United States X'rnwd Koixvs abroad.

(c) Wlhsncvcr United States Anned Forces are introduced into
hostilities or into any situation described in sulu-oction (a) of this
section, the Presideni.shall.so longassucii armed forces continue to lie
encaged in such hostilities or situation, rejxirt to the Congress periodi-
cally on the status of such hostilities «'-r situation as well as on tlie
scope.and duration of such hostilities or situation, but in no extent shall
he report to the Congress less often than once ex-err six months,

CO.VBK»JtSlOXAI. .XCTlrtN'

.S>x\5. (a) Kach reiK>rt.submitteil pursuant to section 4 (a) (1) sliall
la? transmitted to the Speaker of the House of KepreicntatixTS and to
the President pro tempore. of tlte Senate on the same calendar (lay.
Kach report so transmitted shall IK referred to the Committee on

:Foreipi Affairs of the House of Representatives and to the Committee
on Foreign delations of the. Senate, for appropriate action. If, when
the report is transmitted, tiie Congress has adjounied sine die or has
adjounied for any period in excess of three calendar days, the Speaker
of the House of Kcprescntatix'Ss and the President i>ro*temporc of the
Senate, if they deem it advisable (or if [wtitioned uy at least .K) per-
cent of the memlMTship of their respectix-e I louses) shall jointly request
the President to «»nx-ene Congress in onlcr that it may consider thn
rejxm'. and take appmpriate action pursuant to this section.

(b) Within sixty calendar days after a report is sulmiittid or is
nspiireil to be submitted pursuant, to section 4(a)( l ) , whichever is
earlier, the President.shall tenninhte.any >i«e of United States Armed
Force* with respcrt to which such re|>oft was submittcil (or required
to IM submitted), unlesŝ  the Congress (1) bus ttetilaretl war or lias
enacted a S|>ec!tic authorization for such use of United Slates Anned
Fotvus. (2) has extended by law such sixty-day period, or (.1) i.«
nhysically unable to meiH. as a result of an'anned rttcaek it|)on the
United Stales. Such sixty-day ^riod sliall l>e extended for not more
than an additional thirty dt<vs if the President determines and rerti-
lies to the Congress in writing that unavoidable military necessity
respecting the safely of United States Anned Forces requires the
continue^ use. of such armed forces in the course of bringing al>out
a prompt removal of such fivces.

fc) Xot withstanding subst>et Ton (b).atany time that United Slates
Armed Forays am engaged in hostilities onlside, the territory of the.

a? $?AT. *><& Pnited Slates, its |>oss«issions and territories without a declaration of
87 STAT. wr tt-nr or specific statutory atithorixation. suoh forces shall l« remox'ed

by the President if the Congress so directs by concurrent resolution.
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COSCKKSMON.U. nClHitTV rvOODCKKS »MK JOINT K»S»I.VTUiX I* HHJ,

SBC. 6. (a) Any joint resolution or bill introduced pursuant to sec-
tion 5(b) at least thirty calendar days before the expiration of the
sixty-day period specified in such section shall be referred to :he Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House ot Representatives or tlie
Committee on Foreirn^Relatioits of the Senate, as tlic case may be. ami
such committee shall report one such joint resolution or b*,ll.*togetlier
with its reconimendations, not later than twenty-four calendar days
before the expiration of the sixty-dav period specified in such section.
unless such House sliall otherwi^n determine by the yens ami nay&

(It) Any joint resolution or bill so re|K>rted shall become the pend«
ing busineM ot the House in question (in tlie case of the Senate the
time for debate shall be equally divided between tlie proponents aud
the opponents), and shall be voted on within three calendar days there-
after, iinlesrstKh ITwise sliall:othenvij« detennine by -yeas aiui nays.

(c) Such a joint- resolution or bill passed by one ffouse sin 11 be
referred to the committee of the other House named in subsection
(a) and shall be reported out not later than. fourteen calendar days
before the expiration of the sixty-day period si>eciRed in section 3^b~).
Tlte joint resoluliou or bill so rx%iH)rtc<l shsll become the-^iuhng
business of UiC llbuse in question and sliall be voted 0:1 xvithin three
calendar days after it has been reported, unless such 1 rouse^hall other-
wise determine by yeas and nays.

(d) Tn the case of-any disaprvehjcnt between-lha two Houses of
Congress with respect to a joint resolution or ,b5H passetl by both
IFouses, conferees sltall be protnptly appointed and the committee of
ronference shall makeahd !«le n rcpT)rf-with-respoct to such rvsolutioit
or WH not lalerthan fourcakndar days before tlie. es pi ration ot tiie
sixty-day period specitieil in section 5(b). fn the event the cmi'fetcet
are unable to agree within 4S hour?, they shall report- twcl: to-their
rcs])ective Houses in disagreement. KotwitJtstaiidiiiKany.nilc in either
House conccrninir the jinnting of conference report's in t!ic- Keoird or

y delay momceminjr any delay m the consideration of suclt reiwrtJ. sm î rep>rt
sluill bfticuil oh by both Houses not later than the expiration of such
sixty-day period.

CONlIKKSMO.V.U. I'llIOKITY |-ttOC»3>UKI-S VUK CUNCL'IIKKNT UtXU.

tion i . .
House of Kepresentatives or the Committee on Foreign
tlieSenate. as the case may bi,and one such cnnciirrcntrvsnlution slmll
be rejMited outbysucli committee toother with its recommendations
within fifteen cnlendAr days, ujiless such JToiise slmll otherwise deter-
mine by the yeas mul tmys."

(b) Any concurrent remlution so reported shall liecome the |>ending
business of the House in quest ion (in the case of tlie Semite the time
for ilelmto shall Iw e«|\ially divided between the proponents nnd the
opponents) and shall l>r. voted on xvithin three cnlentlar days there-
after, unless such Hnuse shall otherwise detenuihe by yens niid tmo.

(c) Such a concurrent resolution passed by one House slcill In-
referred to th?committee of the other House nitiiuid in sultseetinn (»)
and shall IM rp|>ortcd out by such committeo, together with its recom-
mendations within fifteen cnlendnr dnys nnd shall thoruuiton l>eci)iim
tlie pending business or such House, nnd slinll I HI vote«I upon within
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three calendar Jays. unless such Hvxtiie shall otherwise determine
by yeas and nays.

(d) In the case of any disagre«J;h3it between the two llcuses.of
Congress with respect to a concurrent resolution passed by both
Houses, conferees shall l>e promptly appointed ami the committee of
conference shall make anil hie a report with respect to such concurrent
resolution within six calendar days after the legislation is referred to
the committee of conference. Xoiwitlistandi:i^ any rule >:i either House
concerning the printing; of conference reports in tlm-Rccord or eon-
ceniinj: any delay in the tt>hsiderat!on of such teports, such reiwri
shall be acted on oy both Houses not later than six calendar days after
the conference- jvoort is filed. In the event tlic conferees are unable to
agree within -IS hours, they shall report back to their respective Houses
in disagreement.

tXTEcricEr.vnox' or JOINT RESOLUTION-

S»x S. (^Authority to intnxlitce United States Annejil Forces into
hostHitiesor into situations wlicrcin involvement in hostilities is clearly
indicated by thecirsumsttncesshall not be mferrcd—

(1) fn»m any provision of law (whether or not in effect l>efore
.the date of the ensrtinent'of.this join* rciolutton), inchnling a:iy
provision contained iii any appropriation Act. unless such pro-
vision. sin.vilieally authorizes the introduction of United States
Armed Forces into hcsjilitics or into surh situations and states
rliat Jt is intended to-constitute, specific statutory authorization
within the meaniagof this joint tvs<:hition: of

(2) from any tntntv hereHf&rc.pr liercafter ratified unless such
treaty is •Implemented: i>y legislation specifically auth'<rizin^ the
introduction of United "States Armed Vorces into hostilities or
ir.to -suo3i suuntioiis nnd str.tinj; that it is intended to constitute
specil:c'stntuti ry-niithorizntioii within the mcaniiij; of this joint
resolution.

(b) N'othin^r in this joint rvsnlution shnll Iw ettitstruetl to reimire
any furtlier dpeeific statutory authorization to jwnuit members of
I "liited Statss Anne.1 Fon?s to nni-ticipatc jointly with members of
the armed forcirs of one or more foreign countries in the headquarters
operations of hiyh-level miliiarv coinmand$ which were establishe:!
prit,r to the tlr.tc of enactment, oftliis joint resolution and pursuant to

5« £t»t. lull, the United Nations Charter or any treat, ratified by the Uniletl States
prior to such date.

".ntrodueM^a (c)- For purjwses of tjiis joint resolution,.thc tenn "intitxluct-iou of
of 'Vii'.«d United States Anned Yorcesv incluiU") the nssi^nment of mt>inl>ers of
5tv«» Are.ii siieli nnned forces to commaml, cocni_._mte, participate in tho move
Fiir.•«».'• ment of. tir accompany the u-guliir or iiTegular military forci'-sof nnv

foreign country or government when such military forces are engaged,
or tliisiv ^exists nn" imminent tha'.nr that such foives will l>eciiiiu»

gnuodj in hostilities,
{d) Nothing in this Joint resolution—

1I) is inteiuled to alter tlie consthntionnl authority of the Con-
gress or of the President, or tha provisions of existing treaties: or

(2) shall beiwistniednsgnintmgnny authority to the President
witjrrespect to the introduction of United States Armed Forces
into hostilities or into situations w!ien>in invnh'cmentin ho>tilitit>s
is clearly indicated by the cintnmstntujes wliteh nuthority he would
not. Imvu hnd in the iil>s<>nce of this joint fesnlntion.
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SEC. 9- If any provision of this joint resolution or the application
tlwreof to anv person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the joint resolution and the application of such provision to any odu r
person or circumstance shall not be affected therroy.

Ernccnvc n.vrc

Sice. 10. This joint resolution shall take effect on the date of Mis
y.iactmenr..

CARL. ALBERT

Speaker of the Hov\e of Representatives.

JAMES 0. EASTLAND
President of the Senate pro itatyore.

IN THE ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. US.,
tfovtmber 7. 1973.

The Houx'of Represcnutfrcs having proceeded to recoin:id<rthe rtiolution
(H. J. Res. 542) entitled -Joint resolution concerning t^£- war powers of
Congress and the President", returned Jiy the Presidenrof the United- States
with his objections, tc-the House of Represent itiva, in whkh it pripnated, it
wu

/fcsofrexf, That the said resolutiori pass, two-thirds of the House of
Renresenuuves agretini to'pass the same.

.Ute?t:
W. PAT JENNINGS

Clerk.

I certify that this Joint .Reiolution originated in the House of Representa-
tives.

•W; PAT JENNINGS
Clerk.

1NTHESENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
November 7. 1973.

the Sen»;c having proceeded to reconsider the joint resolution (H. J.Rcs.
542) entitled "Joint resolution concernjng the war powers of Congress and the
President", relumed by the President of the United States with his objections
to the House of Representatives, in which I; originated, it was

17 STAf. <»»
*; STAT. J*o

6
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- Rewired. That the aid joint resolution p*ss. two-thirds of the Senators
present hiring voted in the affirmative.

Attest:
FRANCIS R. YALEQ

Secretory.

LEGISLATIVE HISTOtffl

HOUSE REPORTS: No. 93-337 (COOK, on Foreign Affr.lrs) and Ko.. 93-547
(Coae. of Cor.ftr«r.c«).

SENATE H£PORT No. 93-220 aeeeap«rorlnc S. 443 (Corns, on For.lgn
H«l»tion»).

CONGaESSICMAL BECOaD, Vol. liB^{19'.):
~ Jur.« 25,.-July 18, eon<ld«*»<i and custd Koui*.

July IS - 20, eonsidtrtd and pa«*d Senate, «a*nd»dt in
ll«u ef S. 440.

Oct. 10, S«na*« ajr«^i to conference report.
Oct. 12, House agreed to conference report.

WTOO.Y CCriPIUnOK OF PR£SIDEfCIAL DOOKEVTS, Vol. 9, No. •?::
bet. 24, v«toed| Freiidintial-*'««»a|e.

COSGRESSIOSAL RECOX), Vol.'119 (1973)»
Nov. 7, Ko\a« an! Senate overrode veto.

•i»o *»•!»»



HJ.Rcs. 542-ZABLOCKI. Fou«Uia, Frasrr. BMcltMu FMC<|,
Dam of Ga.. Charles Wilson of Tex.. Findley. du Poat,
Biestcr. Nix. BroomfieM. Pepper. Hays, HoKfkM-May 3.
1973

Concerning the war powers of Congress and the President

(Foe prior action, see HJ.Rcs. 2)
May 22. 30. 1973-Corisktered in open markup session by

full committee.
June 7, -1973-Considcred in open markup session by full

committee. Amended and ordered favorably reported by
vote of 31 yeas to 4 nays with I voting present,

June 13. 1973-Rutc requested June 15. 1973-Reported in
House. House Report 93-287.
June 19. 1973-Hcaring on request for rule.
June 21. 1973-Rule granted. H.Rcs. 456. House Report 93?

316.
June 25. 1973-Rule debateJ in House and agreed to by

voice vote. General debate in House.
July IS. 1973-Passed House, amended, by vote of 244 yeas

to 170 nays.
July 20. 1973-Passed Senate, amended, by voice vo«fc

(Note: The resolution was. amended by striking all after
the enacting clause and substituting the language of S.
440, which passed the Senate the same day.)

July 31. 1973-House disagreed to the amendment of the
Senate, and agreed to a conference asked by the Senate.
Appointed as conferees Representatives Zablocki. Morgan.
Hays, Fraser. Fascell. Mailliard, Findlcy. Broomfidd. and
.Frelinghuyscn. Senate .insisted on its amendment and
'agreed to conference .with the House, and appointed as

' conferees Senator* Fulbright. Mansfield. Symington.
"Muskie. Aiken. Cas<.\ and Javits.

Aug. 3, Sept. 20. 26. Oct. 2. 3. 1973-Cqnferees met.
Oct. 4, 1973-Conferccs met and agreed to file report. Con-

ference report filed in House. House Report 93-547.
Oct. 10. 1973-Conference report agreed'to in Senate by a

vote of 75 yeas to 20 nay».
Oct. 12. 1973-Conferencc report ajgrecd to in House by

vote of 238 yeas ;o 123 nays.
Oct. 24. 1973-Vetocd by Prcsidcn.. House Document 93-

171.
Nov. 7, 1973-rPasscd over President's veto (House. 284-135;

Senate. 75-lS), thus bccomir.g public law. Public Law 93-
148.




